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California is known as a leader of policies that support both reproductive rights and poor 
families. As California-based reproductive justice organizations who work towards uplifting the 
dignity, rights, and autonomy of women of color, we are ashamed to live in a state that does not 
prioritize the needs or well-being of families living in a poverty. The release of Governor Brown’s 
budget this morning reflects the continued disregard that California’s leadership has for low-
income families and women of color. 
 
For the past four years, reproductive justice and anti-poverty advocates have joined together to 
fight one of the biggest threats to reproductive justice and human rights in California--the 
punitive Maximum Family Grant (MFG) policy in California’s welfare-to-work program, 
CalWORKs. Let’s call this what it is: having the state regulate the fertility of poor women is 
continuing our state’s legacy of eugenics and the absence of money allocation in the Governor’s 
budget for the repeal of MFG further demonstrates a hypocrisy in his commitment as a so-called 
“pro-choice” governor. 
 
Welfare family caps, such as MFG, are rooted in racist, sexist, and classist stereotypes of poor 
women. Research shows that family caps are failed policies that push mostly young, poor, 
single mothers and their children into dire poverty. With one out of four California children 
already trapped in the cycle of poverty, California children and mothers can no longer wait. How 
many generations are we willing to sacrifice? 
 
We strongly believe that California is better than this. Women and our families deserve better 
than this. While our communities may not know the term “reproductive justice” they agree with 
this value: that everyone needs a little help at some point in their lives. It is time for California to 
truly embody the values we already claim to hold dear- it is time to repeal the MFG rule and re-
establish programs that promote long-term stability for California families. It is time for 
Californians to stand together in support of repealing a law we never wanted in the first place. 
 

      


